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lo the Secresilary of Commerce.

On November 16, 1935, at approximatcly 1 20 a.m. at Allegheny airport, Pitts=
burgh, Pennsylvania, an airplane of United States reglsiry, piloted by a licensed
pilot, while bein; operated in scheduled Tflight carrying mail, passengers and ex-
press, Was forced te land imnediatsly following take-off, with no_injuries to
-persons but major camege to the eircraft as a result.

The zirplaune, a Stinson, wedel ., bore Federal license nanber NC-15107 and
#as beinp overated by Central airlines, Incerporated, of Pittsburgh, Fennsylwvania,
The p1lot, James A. Carmichael, held a Federal transport piloi's license and a
scheduled air -ransport rating. The t¢opilot was Hdward He Gerber wno held a Fed=—__
eral wranspoTt pilot's license. The one LasSenter was Tracy saker of Chicego,
[Ilinois.

The airplane had mage a scheduled landing at Pittsburgh, at which time 13 was
serviced with 53 gallons of fuels On the teke-off, at un owltitude of approximaiely
A feet, the center engine failled, followsd almost 1nrediately by failure of beth
eutboard engines. The pilot mede a landing straight ahead on an unfinished part
of the east-mest Tunway witn wheels retracted. This portion cof the Tunway was

’ered with a heavy growth of weeds which .ere wet from recent rains. The alr=
Ene slia along on these weeds and went off the end of ihe runway, hitting nose
10un at the bottom of a ledgs.

Upor 1nvesitigaticn 1t uas found that the entirse gascline system of the air-
plene, from the selector velve to the carburetors, was full of water. The left
maln tank contained about six gallons of water, while the Tight main tank, on which
the englnes were Tunning st ihe time of failure, contained over cne gallon. Further
mvestigaticn disclesed that the servicse truck tank from which the alrplane was
serviced contained water and tne gasoline storage tan. from which the trucg was
f1lled was found to contuin over 200 gallons of water. The ground on one gide of
the tank had been excavated and was partially filled with rain water. =» brass
danlon on & plpe line running through this excavation had become partially unseated,
Poss1bly due $0 a movement of the Tanx, and allowed rala water to seep inte the
fusl storage systiem.

A chack on this tank four days previously had reve.iled no water and 1t agpears
that fuel taken from whe service truck tans at 9 30 Pem. on the night of tne aceci-
dent was frge of water. Iowever, shortly before the accident 1t was refilled with
fuel Freom tae siorage tank into which rain wnater nad sesped and this was subseguent-
1y pumped 1into tne fuel tanks of the aircra.t without the preseme of tne water being
detected,

It 1s tne opluilsm of tne gureau of A41r Commerce that the probable ¢ uge of
dhis accident was an abnormal amount of water in the fucl tenks of the aircrafl®
e to accidental eniry of vater into an underground fuel stcrage tank as a result

- & strained fitting.
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